of household service, did not feel that everything belong-
ing to the white family belonged equally to them. Thus,
when freedom came, it was difficult to get the colored
cook to feel that she was a mere employee, that in the
wages she received by the week or month she was being
paid for her services for cooking. It was very hard to
get her away from the customs and practises of slavery,
especially when receiving very small wages.

"In many cases boys and girls have seen or have known
that their mothers kept up this practice of pilfering from
persons for whom they cooked. They have seen it going
on day after day and year after year in their own homes
and have~observed that employers seem to expect it, wink
at it, at any rate, put up with it. While they know, as
their parents know, that it is wrong, they have neverthe-
less come to feel that it is one of the ways in which black
folk and white folk get on together; one of the indirect
ways, in other words, in which black people have learned
to recompense themselves for disadvantages which they
suffer in other directions."

In conclusion he said: "Each one of you can do some-
thing toward solving the race problem, for example, by
making, each for himself, a reputation for honesty in the
community in which you live. If in the part of the coun-
try where you now live members of our race have a rep-
utation for carelessness, looseness in regard to the owner-
ship of property, you can help to solve the race problem,
and make life here in the South more comfortable for
.every other member of the race if you will win for your-
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